THE  URALS
and by virtue of its physical position, with Eastern Siberia,
Central Asia, and the Urals, so are the Urals linked with the
Novosibirsk region by means of the new Ural-Kuznetsk
industrial "Combine" and also with Central Asia, and
European Russias as well as lying close to that great transport
artery, the Volga.
In factj the Urals, once the symbol of the transition from
civilization to more backward ways of life, have become the
symbol of a powerful wave of industrialization which is
sweeping into Siberia and Central Asia.
The Urals now mark the beginning of vast new industrial
areas which include giant industrial undertakings and modern
cities.
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
The general structure of the 'Urals has been described in
Chapter I. The mountain system consists of a number of
parallel ridges, divided by depressions and valleys, much
denuded and worn down by the action of the weather, rivers,
sea, and ice.
Thus there is nothing very grand or majestic about the
Urals. From the top of the ridges wide views can be obtained
of forested hills, \\ith smooth rounded contours and wide,
deep, gently sloping valleys. Like gigantic dark green waves
the country extends on all sides, broken only by an occasional
mountain top3 bluish in colour, peeping out above the dark
forest mass. O\ving to the severe winters and poor stony soil,
the forest gives way to vegetation of the Tundra type at a
height of about 2500 feet.
The northern ranges (four parallel ridges) are not very
high or very wide. The central section of the Urals bears
the remains of five ranges, which, however, have been almost
completely worn away and broken into separate blocks, so
that between Sverdlovsk and Chelyabinsk communications
across the Urals are particularly easy, and the landscape can
hardly be described as mountainous (Fig. 44). The south is
quite different. The ranges are longer and higher than in the
north, and are separated by deep valleys. Limestone outcrops